Bothwell Community Council

Community Centre, 

Fallside Road,

Bothwell

Monthly Meeting – Minutes: 15th August 2017

Present: 
 N O’Neil, E Speedie, D Brown, A.M Cusick, K Shaw, J McGuire, A.M Mulder, I               Buntin.

In Attendance, Cllr Maureen Devlin, Cllr Kenny McCreary 
Apologies.         M McLaughlin, Cllr Jim McGuigan.

1. Chair. N O’Neil

Welcome
2. Conflict of Interest

None
3. Police Report                                                                                                                                                New Community Police settling in well. Making positive raport with residents/Traders.                                                                                                                                                             It was reported that a Wooddean Resident has concerns re- Youth drinking in Wooddean Park. Community Police will investigate this issue.

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Proposed E. Speeedie  /seconded D.Brown
5. Matters Arising (Not covered by Agenda)
                                                                                                                                                          BCC Email response to Bill Gow re- Bothwell Coat of Arms.
6. Treasurers’ Report 

Opening balance:                 
£1625.08                                                                                                                Closing Balance:                
£1444.28

Transactions pending: None, all payments up to date.

7. Correspondence J McGuire

· John Rae delegation, Fairleigh House Planning Application/Alastair McNeill Hamilton Advertiser in attendance.
· David Livingstone Centre – J McGuire and I Buntin attended recent Ministerial Announcement and unveiling of plans to revamp visitors centre. Funded by Big Lottery £5 million and Scottish Government £1.2 million. Those involved at David Livingstone centre keen to see Wooddean developed as part of future Heritage trail.

· Virgin – Fibre Optic Network Installation in the area. Cllr M Devlin advised utilities companies need to re-instate to previous conditions, therefore, any concerns about standard of completed work report complaint.   

· Email Elizabeth McDermid – suggestion for BCC to work with other groups in Bothwell to renew/update Christmas lights in the Main Street of Bothwell. Discussed.

8. Cllrs. Reports

 Cllr Maureen Devlin  
· Council has been in recess over summer. 
· Dealing with individual cases not for discussion.
Cllr Kenny McCreary 

· Introduced himself as new Councillor for the area. Looking forward to working with BCC in the future/ embarking on new roles in various committees within the Council. 
9. Projects/Activities Summaries

9.1 Planning:   
Incinerator at Whistleberry Road, Blantyre

· Emails from Phil Sykes with regards to recent meetings.

· I. Buntin and J. McGuire attended meeting held in Bothwell Community Centre on 14/8/2017. Short notice given of meeting, 9 people in attendance. 

· Current planning expires August 2018. Discussion followed with regards to planning application, included possible grounds for appeal – non determination of planning application.  

·  HERAG have been active in Bothwell distributing flyers in opposition to the new application for the incinerator. BCC have agreed to support HERAG in co-ordinated opposition as they did from 2013.

· Blantyre Community Council has produced a video using a drone highlighting the proximity of the site to residential areas and the sensitive environment. The video can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qoGESxLI04. 

Indian Manor advertising banner no longer in place.

Amran Signage – no further update at this stage in hands of Enforcement Officer.

9.2 Wooddean Park Project: D.Brown.

· Several meetings with SLC and concern due to lack of funding in place, however, meeting on 14th August 2017 and SLC reported will approach funding source for phase 1 of the project. 

· K Shaw has set up a donations page www.wooddean.org
· Recommended promoting this at Scarecrow Festival.

9.3 Roads and Pavements     NO’Neil

Roads and Transport

1. M74 works completed in May 2017. Impact on Bothwell currently unknown as traffic patterns will take time to settle.

2. Traffic signals at B7071 Bothwell Bridge still to be commissioned. Concerns raised from residents of Old Bothwell Road about rat-running to avoid delays at signals. BCC also concerned about provision for U-turn manoeuvre due to removal of the roundabout. BCC have undertaken a 1 day survey of Old Bothwell Road junctions to establish traffic conditions prior to switch on of signals in order to measure future impact (if any).

3. SLC have responded to errors highlighted in the Bothwell Parking survey. SLC requested the survey contractor correct the data but are content that the Green Street Car Park data is correct. In conclusion, SLC are satisfied that there is adequate parking and no changes are proposed.

Bothwellbank Farm Development – Miller Homes

1. BCC are seeking a meeting with SLC to discuss the proposals in light of concerns and points raised by the community.

9.4   Community Liaison E.Speedie 
Uddingston Community Council- Nothing to report
Brighter Bothwell- There were a number of 'clean up' days on Wednesday mornings during July and August preparing for the visit of the two Britain in Bloom judges Kate Dagnall and Brendan Mowforth.   There were two final clean up evenings on Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th, before the visit on Friday 11th August.   The judges were clearly interested in all that they were showed and in hearing about the work that is done by various groups in Bothwell to keep Bothwell and its many attractions looking good.
 
We will have to wait until the Britain in Bloom awards ceremony, which is being held on 27 October in Llandudno, to hear the results.
9.5   Bothwell Scarecrow Festival   E. Speedie
· Final preparations ongoing.

· Majority of fundraising going to Yorkhill Children’s Charities. 

· Feedback from Traders lack of coverage with regards to programme format.

· Property Angels – ticket office.

9.6 Balmer Care Home   N.O’Neill                                                                                                                                                                    Old Bothwell Road Care Home Development – Balmer Care Homes
Planning application HM/17/0159 & HM/17/0204 BCC received a hand delivered petition from local residents at the meeting and the residents spokespersons, John, Rebecca and Robin made the following points;
Demolition of Fairleigh House building would be detrimental to the ‘gateway’ to Bothwell. 
Effect of this application is village wide and does not just affect residents of Old Bothwell Rd.
The design of the proposed development is entirely out of keeping with both the conservation village of Bothwell and existing properties on Old Bothwell Rd. 

Serious concerns regarding Road Safety and Car Parking

Loss of trees
The planning application fails to meet various criteria when considered against South Lanarkshire Council Development Plan

Impact on Residential amenity – the current residents of the existing property in the area will have their amenities adversely impacted upon as a result of the care home proposed

Question the measurements/data given in Roads Report, e.g. road width at certain points, pavement not continuous and pedestrian access. 

                                                                                                                                                                           Comprehensive written summary of resident’s main objections to planning application was distributed to all BCC members and Councillors. Also copies of data gathered was made available

Response from Councillors present – Cllr M Devlin and Cllr K McCreary both sit on Planning Committee and were unable to give comment at this stage. 
D Brown recommended residents present ensure all Councillors sitting on Planning Committee are made aware of their objections.

N. O’Neil thanked those residents for their attendance at the meeting and advised that BCC had already submitted comment to SLC Planning Department. Accepted the petition and will pass comments onto SLC.   

10. A.O.C.B. 

D Brown – Reported Ferry Rd has excess foliage along its route could this be a possible project for Payback Scheme? Cllr M Devlin advised Payback Scheme unable to go onto Private property therefore this may be an obstacle. Online application form available. Suggestion BCC make approach. 

11 Date of next meeting 19th September 2017 at 7.30pm in Community Centre, Bothwell.
AM Cusick (Min. Sec)

