Bothwell Community Council
Community Centre,

Fallside Road,

Bothwell

Monthly Meeting – Minutes  17Nov.  2015

Present:                 N.O’Neil, J.McGuire, I.Buntin, , M.McLaughlin, S.Jones, AM.Mulder, K.Shaw,                                                                    
                  D.Brown.  E,Speedie.
In Attendance ,     Cllr M Devlin, Cllr A Kegg, Cllr McGuigan  John Allison Campbell,   Andrew Morrison, 
Apologies               A.M Cusick
1.   Chair. N.O.Neil
 Welcome                                                                                         

2.   Conflict of Interest
  None                                                                                                              

3.   Police Report –            No Police in attendance
      Minor Incident Report                 Nothing to report  SJones.
4.  Minutes of Previous Meeting      Proposed D.Brown/Seconded S.Jones
5.  Matters Arising   -           None.  

6.  Treasurers’ Report        I.Buntin
     Balance to date           £2032.44        
7.  Correspondence          JMcGuire
· November Newsletter from MSP John Wilson  (Tabled)
·  M&S Simply Food –Application for major variation of provisional Licence-                          Reconfiguration of the cafe area  - increase  from 20 – 30 persons.

8   Cllrs. Report 
Cllr A Kegg      Due to £36M Budgetary Cuts in  2016/2017 the following  Efficiency Savings are proposed: Secondary School bus provision changes from 2mile to 3mile radius from school / P.S. bus provision remains the same, 1mile radius from school all in keeping within the National Guidelines.                                    Christmas Trees lighting  will be provided but there will be no Main Street Christmas lights decorations.                                                                Cala Homes Bothwellbank –     no progress reported.                                                                                                                                                      
Cllr Jim McGuigan                                                                                                                                                            Site Visit - Robertson Homes, Fallside Road.   Councillors Devlin, McGuigan and representatives from Brighter Bothwell met with SLC Planners S.Clarke  and SLC Tree Surgeon to discuss the alleged cutting down of mature trees on the Robertson Homes site. It was agreed that there were some mature trees remaining although these were trees at the peripheral of the estate. All other trees had been removed.  Robertson Homes to be contacted by SLC with the request that Brighter Bothwell be involved in any new tree  planting.                                                                                                                                                                                                Proposed Efficiency Savings – Above inflation increase in charges of many of SLC Leisure facilities. Also a warning of loss of some community facilities especially those which are perceived as being underused.
Cllr. Devlin                                                                                                                                                                                                                           SLC Education Budget for 2016/2017 has been massively reduced. It is hoped that SLC policy of no compulsory redundancies will be maintained but some savings will be made through unfilled vacancies / jobs lost through natural wastage.                                                                                                                 Knockburnie Road Residents and Tenants group has been newly formed.                                                                          Robertson Homes, the new development in Fallside Road will be named McGuire Gate in honour of the late Councillor Alex McGuire.                                                                                                                                     Point of information: Craighead Development, Blantyre has been granted ‘Planning in Principal’.                                                                              HERAG    A joint statement made by local authority councillors, MSP’s, MP’s and HERAG reps, will be sent to the Scottish 
9.  Projects/Activities Update

          9.1 Planning:    S.Jones/MMCLaughlin

Applications approved
HM/15/0346 - Lady Jane Gate / HM/15/0380 Glebe Wynd  / HM/15/0412 - 1 Griqua Terrace.

New Applications

HM/15/0421 Ammendment to HM/15/0060 Croftbank Ave/HM/15/0427 - (retrospective) Cricklewood Hotel /HM/15/0435 - (retrospective) Cricklewood Hotel

12 Flats Junction of Croftbank Cres./ Croftbank Ave.  Bothwell Community Council SJ/MMcL/resident of Croftbank Cres. met with Mr.Sattar to address the objections raised by residents to the above Planning Application. Objections were addressed and letters of Withdrawal were distributed and signed off. 
Nb. Outline of the land being developed for this purpose did not include,'The Orchard' as Mr Sattar does  not own it. However, residents of Croftbank Crescent voiced concern at the felling of trees in this area.
Conservation Status discussion –Outcome
Meeting took place Wednesday 21October2015  (S.Jones. M.McLaughlin, K.Shaw) 
After taking the following points into account:                                                                                                                                             Conservation Information  *Strathaven Community  Council / *Chris Parkin, Rural Development Trust               It was agreed that the identified issues/concerns would be taken to SLC for further enlightenment/ clarification.  (S.J) will request a meeting with SLC Planners.      SJ/K.S/MM/ will attend.                                         
Cognaissance  should also be taken of  the following information in the further discussion of Bothwell Public Library. 

Library Building –Listed - owned by SLC.                                                                                                                   Brighter Bothwell member has reported rumours of the possible closure of the library.  Various groups in the village, including BCC, have met together in the past to address concerns eg. importance of the building to Bothwell/ State of repair and maintenance issues. Bothwell Historical Soc. are currently preparing a feasibility study for the Heritage Centre in the Library. Given the past/current interest in this building it is suggested that  BCC in consultation with all other interested groups, work together to be fully involved in any decisions affecting the library’s future.
9.2 Wooddean Park Project: D.Brown
· Successful meeting held with Alistair McKinnon and 5 colleagues from SLC on 26th October.  SLC confirmed their support for the Wooddean Project and clarified points regarding asset transfer , partnership opportunity and Council roles and responsibilities long term.

· Met with Karen Shaw, Nick O’Neil, Jeanette McGuire, Ian Buntin and Maureen Devlin to discuss structure of the ‘Friends’ group.  Karen reported back on the benefits and responsibilities of forming a SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation) and has subsequently researched setup costs.  Jeanette McGuire and Karen followed up with research into the structure of other Friends groups and consultations with representatives of existing organisations

· Met with Lorna Gall on 16 November regarding Patersons  Landfill Tax Credit Scheme and presented Wooddean proposals.  Received an encouraging first reaction and expecting a response soon.
9.3 Roads and Pavements     NO’Neil
M74 Works

· Works progressing with weekend closures and alterations to traffic management.

· Closure of carriageway from Whistleberry Rbt to Bothwell/Hamilton delayed 1 week until 2 November15. Traffic levels through Bothwell Main Street have been lower than expected, perhaps due to drivers avoiding the area altogether.

· A full closure in both directions is still intended over 1 single weekend, from Friday 27th Nov to Monday 30th Nov.

· The M74 northbound carriageway (north of Raith) now has had the nearside lane closure removed returning the carriageway to 3 running lanes.

Bothwell Parking

· Following discussion with the Bothwell Traders Association (BTA), a lack of available parking in Bothwell was identified as a barrier to trade. Bothwell Community Council (BCC) has long perceived that there is insufficient available parking in Bothwell, and that this may be a factor in the desirability of the Main Street for trade.

· On  27thOctober 2015, BCC wrote to SLC requesting that they undertake a full and inclusive parking study around the commercial centre of Bothwell in order to identify and fully understand the extent of any problem with parking.

· As an interim measure (until a full study is undertaken) BCC undertook a study at certain locations in order to broadly understand parking demand and behaviour.

· Of the 82 spaces that were surveyed, 67 spaces (82%) saw parking activity in excess of 2 hours, and 51 spaces (62%) saw vehicles staying in the same location for over 6 hours, which strongly indicates that these space usage is associated with a place of work.

· BCC considers that any suggestions or proposals for improved parking should consider interests of both businesses and residents.
CALA Bothwell Bank       -      No further update.

Other

· 3 x bollards on Fallside Road near to Main Street have been installed to prevent vehicles mounting the kerb in order to turn left (due to limited space for stacking in left turn lane) if the right turn lane is queued back.
· Pooling of water has been observed at the lowered kerbs outside the Douglas Arms Public House. This has previously been raised with the SLC Roads Dept and BCC will contact them again to resolve the issue prior to any freezing conditions.
· Reported that the footpath between China Cottage  - The Library is in a state of disrepair. NON to raise with SLC.
· Reported that manhole cover at the junction of Croftbank Crescent – Hamilton Road in need of repair.  NON to raise with SLC.  
9.4 BCC Website      A.M.Mulder 
 Various pieces of information/interest have been uploaded/updated.                        
9.5 Community Liaison      E Speedie/M.McLaughlin

Brighter Bothwell  
· Illegal tree clearance
Cllr McGuigan reported that he had been advised that there were no trees under a tree protection order on the Robertson’s site. D.W. disagreed with this information and produced a document from Planning Dept. which makes reference to the presence of trees covered by a TPO on the site. Cllr McGuigan will arrange a meeting for himself, Dennis with Stephen Clark of the Planning Dept.   Expressed concern about the remaining trees on the boundary which might be affected.
· Library  T..G. reported that he had heard rumours of the possible closure of the library. The Historical Society are preparing a feasibility study for the Heritage Centre in the library and will be fully involved in any decisions affecting the library’s future. 
· Volunteers- Brighter Bothwell stated that they have been able to recruit a  number of volunteers for work parties.
Uddingston Community Council Minutes:        No Minutes to Report
9.6  Bothwell Traders – N.O’Neil
· Meeting held Monday 16th November at Bothwell Bridge Hotel. Circa 15 Traders attended.
· Constitution currently being finalised and representatives agreed and appointed.
· Bank Account with RBS being set up.
· Raymond Murphy met with SLC in October to discuss funding options and assistance with marketing. Possibility of having partially funded member of staff to assist.
· BNI group starting at Cricklewood in near future to promote business. Meetings will be on Wednesday mornings @ 0700.
· History of Bothwell and landmarks such as Castle and Church are recognised as being of importance to attracting people to visit Bothwell. BTA/BCC hope to discuss with Bothwell Historical Society.
· Further discussion on advertising locally, flyers promoting local businesses being distributed and available in shops.
· BCC gave overview of parking study which demonstrates that many spaces in Bothwell are being used by Traders. Everyone was agreed that there is insufficient parking provision in Bothwell but opinions were divided as to how best to address the problem. BTA have requested that a further study is done on loading bays and restricted spaces in the main street. BCC has requested that Traders consider the issues raised and propose solutions for consideration, also taking into account residential aspect of Main Street and surrounding area.

· Next meeting provisionally held at Bothwell Bridge Hotel on 12th January 2016.
9.7      HERAG -    Meeting Thursday 15th Oct' 2015 – Report  NONeil /S.Jones.
Nick O’Neil (BCC) and Cllrs. Devlin & McGuigan other politicians and community spokespersons attended meeting with Alex Neill, MSP & Scottish Cabinet Secretary at SLC Tue 27th Oct 2015 - Chaired by Richard Lyle (MSP).
· Government legal advisers have confirmed that the reporters decision on planning is irreversible. SEPA now hold key to granting an operator’s license.

· A heartfelt plea was made on behalf of the Showmen community, who live adjacent to the site.

· Alex Neil was invited by Phil Sykes of HERAG to meet the residents of the various communities personally, which he did not commit to.

· There was some political disagreement but Richard Lyle urged for cross party co-operation to stop the Incinerator.

Public H.E.R.A.G. Meeting 11th Nov. '15   

Action being taken to put a consolidated front to the opposition of the incinerator.

· First step to arrange meeting with Muse Development to encourage sale of land (which has now been postponed till Dec.) to be sold to Showman's Guild. Reason - guaranteed sale in short term. 

· To make it clear that if favouring CleanPower then HERAG will make it a very long and protracted opposition.

· To use section 65 and/ or 68 in planning law.-- Section 65 will incur cost to SLC/ HERAG ? As compensation will be due to CleanPower,  how much is not known. Section 68 - compensation would come from from Scottish Govt.

· S.E.P.A - lobby in favour of opposition to incinerator.

10.  A.O.C.B.
Bothwell Community Council Meeting 15 December2015 – Cancelled.

Informal social evening  7.30pm  8thDec.15 in  Riva Restaurant.  Invitations will be sent out to representatives of other Bothwell Groups to join us.

11.Date of next meeting     Tuesday 19January2016     7.30 Community Centre, Fallside Rd. Bothwell                                                                                                                                            
J.McGuire (Sec)                                                                                                                                                                                          
Items to be included in the Agenda should be with the secretary  JmcGuire  1 week before next meeting.                                                                                                               All questions/responses/contributions must be directed through the Chair. If you wish to speak please indicate to the Chair by raising your hand.
