Bothwell Community Council
Community Centre,

Fallside Road,

Bothwell

Monthly Meeting – Minutes: 20th October  2015

Present:              N.O’Neil, J.McGuire, I.Buntin, A.M Cusick, M.McLaughlin, S.Jones, AM.Mulder,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     K Shaw, Ewan Speedie.                                                                                                                                                      
In Attendance ,   Cllr M Devlin, Cllr A Kegg, John Allison PC Brownlie, PC Shankie, Paul Campbell,                        Andrew Morrison, Stephanie Callaghan.
Apologies.                                 D.Brown,  Cllr J McGuigan 
1.  Chair. N.O.Neil
            Welcome                                                                                         

2.  Conflict of Interest
             None                                                                                                              
3.  Police Report 

· 16 cars were broken into in one particular area of Bothwell.
· 5  Housebreak-ins  /  Shoplifting
However over all,  there has been a decrease in minor crimes reported over the last month in the Bothwell area. This may be the result of the increase in Police presence on the streets and the Police Raising Awareness exercise which was recently carried out. 
· Recent murder in Uddingston –  Information gathering exercise currently on-going.
Minor Incident Report           S. Jones      Nothing to report  
Chair. N.O’Neil thanked the officers for their attendance and report.                                     

4.Minutes of Previous Meeting
Proposed I.Buntin/Seconded AM.Mulder
5.Matters Arising   -                              None.  

6.Treasurers’ Report I.Buntin

 Balance to date  £2032.44          Agreed to purchase Remembrance Day Wreath £20.
Audited accounts returned by SLC.  Copy to be passed to JMcGuire (Sec) for reference.
7.  Correspondence  JmcGuire

· Draft letter to SLC Planner regarding CALA Homes Bothwellbank for Committee approval
· October Newsletter from MSP John Wilson  (Tabled) 
· Email via BCC website – Stephanie Callaghan request to attend BCC meeting 20th October15.
· Dog Fouling and Littering   SLC patrols in our area over next few  weeks starting Monday 5th October2015.     In line with current legislation, contravening the act will carry £40/ £80 fine.
· H.T.Mrs. Pacitti, St Bride’s P.S. has offered to have table set out at Parents Night on the 24th November displaying the laminated copies of the material used at the public exhibition.
· Notice of BCC AGM  to be put in library/Notice Board/ Website.    JMcG.
8   Cllrs. Report

Cllr Maureen Devlin / Cllr Ann Kegg

Kirklands development – Concerns over the felling of trees. However it would appear that those trees that came down would be replaced by others and there would be a net gain following the landscaping of the site. It was suggested that Brighter Bothwell be involved in providing advice on the tree planting etc.  

Marks & Spencer new build is ongoing with an application pending on proposed Premises’ Licence.
Cllr Jim McGuigan -    Apologies lodged.   No Report available                                                                                                                                                                                              
9.  Projects/Activities Summaries

9.1 Planning:    S.Jones/MMCLaughlin 
Two planning applications of note in the last month: 
HM/15/0374.  - 1 Croftbank Crescent. Demolition of current house to be replaced with 12 flatted dwellings and associated parking.                                                                                                                         Croftbank Cresc Development – Concerns raised by residents re- tree felling at the Old Orchard behind the proposed development of flats.  No concrete evidence of landowner but will continue to monitor situation.
HM/15/0412  -  1 Griqua Terrace.  Subdivision of existing house to form semi detached dwelling of three bedrooms each. 
Planning Approval - Conservation Area
HM/15/0139 - Land at Old Bothwell Rd Cala Dev. Of 12 flatted dwelling pent laces
HM/15/0099 - Land at Old Bothwell Rd. Cala Dev 12 detached homes.
Conservation Status discussion.   
The discussion followed the line of questions set down by Chair.N.O’Neil and the committee agreed that:  
Non Conservation area - Planning issues regarding individual non-conservation dwellings – BCC to keep the status quo i.e.  Only if felt to be controversial application then there would be a comment put forward to SLC Planners.

Conservation Area –    BCC agreed that it is vital to preserve the character of Bothwell but there is also a need to accept change. However, several issues must be taken into account: 

· Enforcement of the conservation status
· Upkeep of older properties. 

· Deliberate dilapidation of older properties for development purposes. 

· Businesses and Conservation Status – conflict.

Before agreeing BCC stance on Conservation properties,M.McLaughlin/ S.Jones/K Shaw will arrange to meet in order to note down issues/concerns following the Conservation Status debate and will report back before arranging meeting with SLC Planners to address said issues/concerns.
CALA Homes Bothwellbank Development. Meeting with SLC Planning on the 5th Oct                               MMcLaughlin
· Cala have re-submitted plans showing development outlined in Red. The Red line

borders 2 private estates and 1 social housing totalling 60 units. Delays occurred due to smell coming from sewage works, which appeared to be caused by works to replace 2 water treatment tanks. An environmental report has been commissioned and submitted to SLC.

· Access to the smallest development (12 units) will be from Blantyre Mill Road, Middle development (18 units) and social housing (30 units) are to be accessed via Clyde Ave. 

· SLC Roads dept are satisfied with an improved traffic statement and this will be forwarded to BCC for comment. BCC re-iterated that the whole site should be considered for traffic assessment as the large piece of land (4th section) Grieve Croft and the old railway line had not been included. Concerns have been raised again regarding access via Clyde Ave due to inadequate off street parking.

· The social housing provider Clyde Valley has a fixed price for social housing, but the site may be more expensive to build due to the levels.

· SLC understands that there is some interest in the 4th section. BCC re-affirmed that if 

that is the case then this should be considered in the traffic assessment. However, if access is gained from elsewhere then the scope of the assessment may need to change. SLC confirmed that an additional development on 4th section may trigger a further traffic study, but it cannot comment until a proposal is received.
· SLC also consider that if/once planning permission is gained for the site(s) then the developer may be at liberty to sell off a section to another developer.

· BCC have drafted a letter for approval by the committee.

9.2 Wooddean Park Project: D.Brown

In Douglas' absence, Nick read out Wooddean project summary as follows:
· Original Exhibition slides now with Nick O’Neil ready to be printed and laminated when we need them for future display purposes.

· Submitted End of Grant Report to Awards for All at The Big Lottery and this has been accepted.  With a successful outcome to the Feasibility Stage of the Wooddean Project there is now no risk that any of the grant monies could require to be refunded.

· I responded to an approach for an update from Patersons, which made reference to funding from their Landfill Tax Credit Scheme.  I have not yet received a response but will follow up in person.

· Meeting set up with Alistair McKinnon of SLC on 26th October at 10am to discuss ownership options, K Shaw offered apologies as unable to attend this meeting. 
· Posters printed off to A3 size and laminated. To be put into Notice board, local primary schools and   selected sites around Bothwell.                                                                                                          (agreed NON) 

9.3 Roads and Pavements     NO’Neil
M74 Works                                                                                                                                                                                      Work progressing with weekend closures and alterations to traffic management.
·      BCC received letter on 12 Oct relating to closure of B7071.  In summary:  


       Going from Whistleberry Rd to Bothwell/Hamilton will be closed for 5 weeks, starting Monday 26th Oct. Coming from Bothwell/Hamilton to Whistleberry Rd  will remain open.

·       A full closure in both directions will take place over 1 single weekend, from Friday 27th Nov to Monday 30th Nov. BCC wrote to Transport Scotland / SRP requesting additional roadside advance notification signage in advance of closures.
Other                 Woodlands Avenue re-surfacing now completed                                                                                                           

CALA Bothwell Bank
BCC are in receipt of the revised traffic statement from the developer and have commented to SLC directly. Whilst the developer has provided compliant information, BCC has requested that any deviation to what is currently proposed triggers a review of traffic conditions.
BCC has objected (to be approved at BCCmeeting on 20th by members) to Clyde Avenue forming the access for the majority of the site.
9.4 BCC Website      A.M.Mulder                                                                                                                                     Agenda and minutes of meetings updated and listed – ongoing.  Several items of news / information uploaded to BCC website. 
9.5 Community Liaison      E Speedie/M.McLaughlin

· Brighter Bothwell  - Nothing of note to report

· Uddingston Community Council Minutes: Nothing of note to report
9.6  Bothwell Traders – N.O’Neil
· Meeting held Monday 19th October at Mackie Opticians. Circa 15 Traders attended.
· A feeling of exclusion expressed by some Traders at recent ‘Traders Event’ held in                         Bothwell Bridge Hotel. Raymond Murphy explained that event started off as a JV between Dental Practice and Clinitex many months ago, and escalated to a much larger event than originally planned. The event was promoted by Traders, but not the Traders Association, hence the confusion.
· Ronnie Moore addressed the Traders as appointed accountant, and suggested a small monthly contribution be made each month. Amount TBC. RM also advised that a constitution and signatories of officers were necessary to open a bank account. RM would provide a blank constitution.
· David Corbett took minutes, along with telephone numbers and email addresses of all present, and the minutes will be emailed to all Traders. DC will visit non participants to date in order to increase members.
· Whilst the current Whatsapp method of communication was good for messaging amongst Traders (and helped for security and utilities discussion), this was not felt appropriate for more formal communication and issuing of minutes. DC to compile email addresses for this purpose.
· Various issues were discussed, the main perceived problem being parking. NON of BCC stated that parking was a problem, but only one of several issues that Traders faced. NON requested that members confirm their specific issues in order that this can be collated and presented as formal feedback to SLC.
· Initiatives for Bothwell were also discussed, including advertising locally, with low cost flyers promoting local businesses being handed out by Traders.
· Timing of an initiative was discussed, and Christmas was felt to be too soon, but Easter was thought a better prospect.
· Suggestion that a Bothwell wedding could be offered, with all services being provided from local traders.
· Next meeting at Bothwell Bridge Hotel, provisionally 10th November 2015.
9.7 HERAG -Meeting Thursday 15th Oct' 2015 – Report  S.Jones.
· S.E.P.A has no duty to inform us of findings. They do need to report findings in the Edinburgh Gazette and local newspaper eg. Hamilton Advertiser.

Ian Conran of S.E.P.A ( 01698 839728) has told a member of the H.E.R.A.G. Team that it will be at least 5-6 months from application of licence before a decision is made due to the complexity.

· CleanPower is believed to be applying for a operational permit in the next 2-3 weeks.
       Unclear of sequence of events. Will CleanPower purchase land before or after approval of Licence.

· Land Sale by MUSE Development expires end of November 2015

· Coatbridge Plant - MWRAP Licence objected to by S.E.P.A   Objections were aggressive and detailed. Relating  to noise criteria and antiquated methodology.
· Buffer Zone surrounding the plant relates to noise pollution. 

               To read the article in full go to H.E.R.A.G Facebook.

· Reporter Decision   -Based on figures from the operation of a similar plant in West Bromwich.
               Possible Areas for Objections
· Risk of Explosion - Designated safety zone.
· Human Rights Law  Articles: 
1 - Right of peaceful enjoyment 2 - Live without fear         6 - Fair and Proper hearing/                         Transparency       8 - Respect for private and family life, home and correspondence
· Right of Travelling Show people - Buffer zone / Human Rights Act

· It was felt that S.L.C. appeal to the reporter was weak.

· D.O.N.M -    Venue - Whitehill Neighbourhood Centre Thurs. 22nd Oct 7.00pm
10.  A.O.C.B.
Andrew Morrison, candidate for the forthcoming Scottish Parliament posed a question re- Traffic concern at The Co-op/Griqua Terrace. NON agreed that there is a problem with traffic/parking at this site but provided background as follows: When the bungalow at the foot of Griqua Terrace was up for sale, Nick approached the manager of the Co-op with the suggestion of continuing the Co-op car park round the back of the shop and onto the ground of the bungalow, thus making a one-way system for vehicles. However there was no appetite either from Co-op or residents of Griqua Terrace to buy into this suggestion. There is currently a Planning Application to demolish the bungalow and build 2 semi-detached properties on the land. 
The other 3 members of the Public introduced themselves as interested Observers and Stephanie Callaghan gave a brief talk on HERAG/The Common Weal for the benefit of the Community Councillors.
11.Date of next meeting                                                                                                                                                  
A.G.M. 17th November 2015 at 7.00pm in Community Centre, Bothwell. Please note change of time to allow for a full CC meeting.
AM Cusick (Min. Sec) 
Items to be included in the Agenda should be with the secretary JMcGuire 1 week before next meeting.                                                                                                               All questions/responses/contributions must be directed through the Chair. If you wish to speak please indicate to the Chair by raising your hand.
