Bothwell Community Council
Evangelical Church Hall
Main Street
Bothwell
Minutes:   21 January 2014
Present:                M Lummi , J.McGuire, D.Brown, T.Goodsir,M. Hanif,  S.Jones, NONeil, D.Purss, 

In Attendance      Cllr.McGuigan, PW. W.Speirs, E. Clark, AM Cusick, AM Mulder,
Apologies       
     I Buntin, L.Coia,  Cllr. Devlin,  Cllr. Kegg, 

1.  Chair. M.Lummi:             Welcome and Introductions
2.   Conflict of Interest  -                          None
3.   Police Report. 
P.W. Speirs reported that although it had been a busy time  for the Police over the Festive holidays with Anti social behaviour  issues which consisted  mainly  of neighbour disputes and party nights (common problems in December)  there were very few of these problems in the Bothwell area.
However there was a spate of House break ins (12) and car thefts in the Bothwell area which included 6   

break ins in business premises. Dedicated high visibility Police Patrols, as well as unmarked Police cars with plain clothes officers, hard targeted known offenders/ suspicious persons. The general public too were now raising awareness by immediately reporting anything suspicious.
The Fairways, Silverwells Crescent and Royal Gardens were the main areas  targeted by car thieves. Many owners of the stolen cars admitted that the cars had been left unlocked. Again P.W. Speirs urged public to be careful and ‘security minded’. 
Business/Resident concerns re- Break-ins  in Bothwell   ML.

M.L. raised the issue of several businesses in Bothwell that had been broken into. Traders felt that there was little evidence of a Police presence and shopkeepers felt let down and ‘neglected’ by the lack of support from Community Police Officers. It was imperative traders had the reassurance that the Community Officers were at hand and offering support. 

P.W. Speirs responded saying  plain clothes officers as well as  uniformed officers had patrolled the area by day and night and had spoken to shopkeepers /residents in an attempt to detect the criminal(s).
D.Brown, a businessman  in Bothwell asked about  crime detection rates and if there was any advice offered by the Community Security Officers. 
It was known that Police relied a lot both on local knowledge and the public reporting any suspicious persons/incidents. The committee were told that there had been a 42 year old known criminal stopped but lack of evidence had prevented any charges being brought. An Uddingston man was charged with being in a private garden without lawful authority and it may be ‘reasonably inferred’ the intention to commit theft. P.W. Speirs  reiterated that as a first step, Police must be alerted. They can then build up intelligence from the local knowledge. She emphasised strongly that Traders’ concerns would be taken on board. A visible Police presence,  reassurance and the offer of advice from dedicated Community Officer Wasantrast would be given. She also added that any vulnerable group in the community can be offered advice on request.
Chair, M.Lummi thanked Poloice Officer Spiers for her Report and attendance.
4.  Adoption of  Previous Minutes    Nov. 2013   Proposed  S.J.    Seconded  D.B.
              Note of Informal Meeting    Dec. 2013   Proposed NON.  Seconded   S.J.
5.   Matters Arising
     (Not covered by Agenda)               None 

6.    Treasurers’ Report
       Balance to date 17 Dec.2013     - £1727.88        
7.    Correspondence  -   JMcGuire
Rotary Club G.Rees email  –      Donation towards Community Notice Board had been agreed.
SLC Community Grant Funding Application – Apply for Transport costs to visit other recently upgraded public spaces.  Closing date 19 Feb.14                                                                             JMcG                                                                                       
Glasgow/Clyde Valley Strategic Development Plan 2 – Consultation Document                  (email to all)
Planning Aid Scotland            Free Planning and Renewable Energy Forum 28 Jan14                (tabled)
Scottish Planning Policy         Proposed National Planning Framework3                              (email to All)
Police Scotland                       Review of Traffic Warden Service Provision                                 NONeil
Community Councils              Proposed changes second consultation document                        (Tabled)
Bothwell Bar & Brasserie      Application for Major Variation of Premises License                   (Tabled)
Scarecrow Festival 2014        Advise all of meeting 20January14

Uddingston CC Minutes         19Dec.2013                                                                                   (Tabled)
Booking Conformation           Bothwell Community Centre !5Apr14 -17Mar154.                        (JMcG)                 
List of BCC Meetings             2014- 2015                                                                              (Distributed)
NHS Lanarkshire          Golden Jubilee Hospital expanding capacity to ease pressure on NHS. (Tabled)
8.    Cllrs. Reports  
Cllr. McGuigan    Annual Senior Citizens’ Lunch -  St. Vincent de Paul members hosted the annual event on        10January 2014 in St. Bride’s Pastoral Centre and was attended by 120 senior citizens of Bothwell. Thank you to S.V.D.P members, South Lanarkshire Council and all who were involved in any way in this most successful event.
Changes to Community Councils – Consultation Document 2 Merely a re-iteration of document 1.

No further action required.
Wm. Hill Bookmakers Application – Cllr McG. Reported that as there has been at least one valid objection to the license application it will now go forward to a committee for further discussion/decision. If there had been no objections logged then the application would simply be rubber stamped as “Approved”.  There have also been many objections to the Planning Application (approx 20) which will go forward to the Area Planning Committee. Next scheduled Planning Committee meeting  10Feb14
CALA  Homes Public Consultation Event- Proposal of Application Notice / Location Map.

(To be discussed under AOCB)
9. Projects/Activities Update
(9.1)  Planning:  S.Jones
5 Silverwell Crescent – Following a serious fire incident last year the rebuilding of this dwelling house has now been approved on the condition that the façade of dwelling -house is retained.
Wm Hill Planning/Licensing Application.
Sandra reported a similar Planning application in the Conservation village of Strathaven which has been rejected by SLC. It was agreed that the Strathaven  example, which highlighted the Conservation status of the village, was most pertinent to the Bothwell Wm. Hill application and gave BCC some encouragement that SLC would also focus on the Conservation status of Bothwell and arrive at a similar decision.To date there have been several Bothwell residents requesting advice on how to submit a letter of Objection,  many have also contacted BCC on this issue via our website. There have been many objections to the Application submitted to SLC Planning/Licensing by individuals  (20approx). Letters of objection .from Bothwell Community Council have also been submitted. 

DB. Commented on the fact that Wm. Hill requires approval of the premises licence application prior going to Planning Committee and that there had been at least one valid objection to the application, reported. The Area Licensing Committee 10thFebruary will be closely monitored for the Wm Hill Application
Cala Homes proposed Planning Application  – To be discussed under A.O.C.B.
(9.2) H.E.R.A.G.  NONeil
Nick gave a comprehensive, up to date overview of the Incinerator Action Group for the benefit of the visitors.

There was a Meeting of HERAG 13Jan.14 – but nothing further to report as the meeting focussed mainly on Blantyre area
Nick to submit Letter of Objection to the Planning Application Clean Power on behalf of Bothwell Community Council.
(9.3)  Woodean Park Project  D.Brown
Updating of the Awards for All Application is almost complete and included the updated  figures for Audited Accounts year end. 31.3.13. 

There is a new named contact person in Awards for All whom Douglas will liaise.
Liaison with SLC on the wording of their ‘support statement’.for the Feasibility Study is on-going but almost agreed by both BCC/SLC 
(9.4)  Roads and Pavements     NONeil

Parking at village centre  There is a lack of parking and/or inappropriate parking in the vicinity of the village centre. Bothwell traders are concerned that they are at a disadvantage due to lack of parking. The main barrier to parking provision in Bothwell is the lack of available ground. SLC would be keen to discuss any suggestion that may improve the situation.                                  NONeil
Traffic Wardens    Police Traffic Wardens are being phased out through Scotland (Police Scotland Review of Traffic Warden provision ) but Parking remains enforced by SLC under decriminalisation scheme. Parking enforcement is fundamental to commercial activity in Bothwell.                        
Excess surface water reported on B7071 Bothwell Main Street at Douglas Arms Public House The area fronting the entrance to the Parish Church, approx 10m north from the Douglas Arms  was also an area of concern. This matter was raised with SLC and a site visit will be requested.             NONeil
Pedestrian Crossing Facility - B7071 Hamilton Road Bothwell between Silverwells Crescent and Croftbank Avenue  The demand push button on the eastern footpath is too high for children to reach. Request button  lowered to the same height as the other side. The push button height has now been lowered.

Accidents at Cricklewood Public House. Northbound traffic entering Bothwell from Hamilton (climbing the hill from the roundabout at Bothwell Bridge)are allegedly speeding and cutting the corner at the junction of Blairston Avenue. Suggest this is a possible contributory factor to a number of non-injury accidents in the vicinity of the Cricklewood public house.The speed of the vehicles involved in the accident was not a factor.  Accident records do not indicate a safety issue attributable to vehicles cutting the corner at the junction of Hamilton Road with Blairston Avenue. All inappropriate driving practices should be reported to Police Scotland directly, as the enforcement of speed limits and the prosecution of speeding drivers is their responsibility.

Fatal Road Accident – A725 westbound at, west of Whistleberry Toll Roundabout    On Sat 11th January 2014, an adult and child were killed on the A725. Having exited Whitelberry Road Roundabout heading for Blantyre, the car left the westbound carriageway and fell into the River Clyde, killing both occupants. BCC understands that no other vehicles were directly involved, and the cause of the accident at this moment remains unknown, although the exact circumstances may become clearer in time. BCC will contact Transport Scotland to raise awareness of safety at this location and to request that this is considered in the design of the future improvements at Raith and Whisteleberry Road. BCC sends sincere condolences to the family of Mr Christopher Groves and Connor Groves.                                                                                                                             NONeil
The Shuttle, Bothwell  - Footpath along this area is in a dangerous condition and will be reported to South Lanarkshire Council.                                                    NONeil /Cllrs Devlin,McGuigan /Kegg.

Castle Avenue/ Clyde Terrace/Hume Dr/Fallside Rd. -Debri after the last storm still not been cleared up. SLC Maintenance was promised during winter months but nothing as yet has been  done..                                                                                                Cllrs  Devlin,McGuigan,Kegg.            
(9.5) Bothwell Community Council Website- L. Coia
Humble Pie listing on BCC website to be changed 

From:             Café                                                      To:     Cake Shop
               Humble Pie Bakery                                                   Humble Pie Bakery                                                    
       47a Main Street                                                          47a Main Street
               Bothwell                                                                      Bothwell
               G71 8ER                                                                     G71 8ER
               Tel: 01698 853242                                                      Tel: 01698 853242
               humblepiebakery@gmail.com               www.humblepiebakery.co.  
(9.6)  Brighter Bothwell   T.Goodsir
Dr. Denness Memorial Garden at Hamilton Drive / Nature Trail

Colin O’Neill from Community Payback has been contacted with a view to clearing / tidying up both of these areas. Intention is to include a Sensory Garden at Dr. Desnes Memorial Garden. Application for a Grant has been made for this purpose.
War Memorial -  Community Council suggestion of moving the war memorial to the grassed area adjacent to the Evangelical Church was discussed. Money may be available from Centenary Fund. Overall B.B. thought it more appropriate to alter the railings rather than lose the grassed area with mature trees. A rough cost for modest alteration work was thought to be  in the region of £10,000. It was suggested that this item was carried forward.
Request from The Podiatry Clinic regarding the flower tub outside the shop. This tub was used to smash the window when thieves broke into the premises and it was suggested tub should be removed.   

                                                                                                                                                            M.L.
(9.7) Scarecrow Festival          Early September 2014. Date to be confirmed.                      M.L./S.J./LC
10.   A.O.C.B.
Cala - Proposal of Application Notice / Location Map 
                     Public Consultation Event:    

11am-7pm on 11February2014 in Bothwell Bridge Hotel 
Purpose of the event is to gather residents’ concerns/comments on a proposed residential development at Blantyre Mill Road, Bothwell prior to submitting a planning application early 2014.
The proposed event was discussed in detail and possible questions were also discussed. It was agreed to email all other Bothwell organisations/groups/residents informing them of the public consultation.                                      

                                                                                                                                                          JMcG                      
11.  Date of next Meeting. 
18February 2014    7.30pm Evangelical Church, Main Street, Bothwell
JMcGuire Secretary        
All questions/responses/contributions must be directed through the Chair.  If you wish to speak
please indicate to the Chair by raising your hand.
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