Bothwell Community Council                                                                Community Centre                                                                                            Fallside Road                                                                                             Bothwell

 Minutes:  Annual General Meeting  21 November 2017
1.   Present,          N. O’Neil  J.McGuire,  D.Brown,  E Speedie, K Shaw, J McGuire, A.M Mulder                                                        
                                                M.McLaughlin,    I Buntin
     Apologies.:      A.M Cusick,  
2.   Adoption of Minute A.G.M. 15November 2016                                                                                                                                                                       

      Proposed D.Brown    Seconded. E.Speedie
3.   Chairperson Report – N.O’Neil     See Appendix 1.
4.   Treasurer’s Report --  I.Buntin
5.   Election of Office Bearers
Position of Secretary 

Chair. N.O’Neil asked for nominations for the position of Secretary

D.Brown proposed J.McGuire – M.McLaughlin seconded the proposal.                        As there was no other nomination:                                                                                                                                                    

             J.McG accepted the proposal and agreed to continue as Secretary 

 Position as Treasurer
Chair. N.O’Neil asked for nominations for the position of Treasurer.                            D.Brown proposed I.Buntin – J.McGuire seconded the proposal
              As there were no other nomination:

              I.Buntin accepted the proposal and agreed to continue as Treasurer.
6. Adoption of Constitution / Standing Orders                                                                                                         There were no changes to the previous constitution.
7.  Adherence to the Scheme and Associated Documentation                                                                                                                                                       All agreed to abide by the rules and, where possible, the guidelines as detailed in the above mentioned documents                                              
8. Bank Mandate     Treasurer I. Buntin confirmed:

Signatories on Bothwell Community Council Bank of Scotland Account.                                                                                                                          I.Buntin / N. O’Neil/ JMcGuire  (2 from 3)
9.  Auditor
It was confirmed that all Community Council Accounts (Admin A/c + any other) will be audited by South Lanarkshire Council Auditor.
10.   Arrangements for future meetings
List of dates for meetings January 2018 / March 19 was distributed and agreed (3rd Tuesday in each month)

Date of next A.G.M. agreed Tuesday 20th November 2018

Chair. N.O’Neil called the meeting to a close 7.40pm.

Bothwell Community Council Monthly Meeting 21st November 2017 then took place.
JMcGuire  ( Sec)

Apendix 1.

Bothwell Community Council – AGM Nov 21 2017

Chairmans Summary

Chairman would like to recognise and thank members for their efforts and support in progressing BCC work and specific projects of benefit to the community. Thanks to councillors for their continued support, advice, and guidance which makes BCC work so well.

Role of Community Councils   Extract from Scottish Government website...
Community Councils are the most local tier of statutory representation in Scotland. They bridge the gap between local authorities and communities, and help to make public bodies aware of the opinions and needs of the communities they represent.

Their primary purpose is to ascertain and express the views of the community to the local authority and other public bodies. Many Community Councils also involve themselves in a wide range of other activities including fundraising, organising community events, undertaking environmental and educational projects and much more.

Since the last AGM in Nov 2016, BCC and the community have seen progress as follows;

Council Elections    SLC Ward 16 (Uddingston and Bothwell) has representatives from Labour, Conservative, and SNP. South Lanarkshire Council is now led by the SNP party having 27 councillors, have no overall control (no coalition exists) to collectively 37 councillors from other parties.
BCC continues to work with all elected members in fulfilling its function as a liaison body. 

In April 2017, prior to local elections, BCC were requested to consider holding election hustings for the community. BCC polled its members and the request was rejected.

Policing    BCC continues to work with the local Police, who regularly attend monthly meetings. BCC is particularly pleased that action has been taken to address the long standing issue of trail bikes on the former Craighead Retreat Site (Blantyre) which has caused noise nuisance. BCC hopes this issue is now resolved.
Wooddean Park   A SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation) ‘Wooddean Community Project Organisation’ (WCPO) has been formed. Associated website, logo, and slogan, have been finalised. WCPO raised awareness of the Wooddean project using banners around the village and leafleting the community at the Scarecrow Festival. WCPO continue to progress the project with a view to delivering a first class facility for the community.
Planning and Conservation   BCC continues to methodically scrutinise all planning applications and highlight anything contentious. SLC has a new Planning officer in place, and BCC hope to meet with planning staff in the near future to continue discussions about conservation.
In August 2017, approximately 30 residents, mainly of Old Bothwell Road, attended the BCC monthly meeting to make a representation opposing the demolition/replacement of Fairleigh House, Old Bothwell Road, with a Nursing Home. BCC heard various arguments set out and forwarded these, along with a petition signed by over 150 members from the community to SLC.

Major Housing Developments   Robertson Homes have completed on Fallside Road.
Miller Homes have been granted Planning Permission for 104 units 80 private + 24 24 social) at Bothwell Bank, commencement in 2018.

CALA Homes have commenced construction of flats and houses on Old Bothwell Road.

Website / Notice Board  Both continue to provide a window of information to community and are routinely updated as required
Roads and Transport  The M74/M8 works completed in May 2017. Significant to Bothwell is Raith Interchange. Overall traffic patterns normally take many months to settle, but early indications are that the motorway improvements have worked well.
However, new traffic signals at the B7071 Hamilton Road / Bothwell Bridge have caused concern in the community and their effectiveness has still to be evaluated. BCC was concerned at the effect of the traffic signals on Old Bothwell Road in particular, and undertook CCTV surveys of junctions in order to evidence any impact.

Following the parking survey undertaken in 2016, South Lanarkshire Council have concluded that no parking issue exists in Bothwell and no action is necessary.

Proposed Incinerator & HERAG   A new planning application for a larger incinerator near    Whitehill, Hamilton was submitted under reference HM/17/0260. The opposition group HERAG arranged various meetings, including one in Bothwell, however it was very poorly attended due to late notice.
BCC’s stance is to continue to support HERAG in opposing the incinerator, and we hope that assurances made by politicians at the time of the first application (having ‘slipped through the net’) will be honoured.

Trading  The Traders Group has not since summer 2016, although dialog on issues does still continue via a Whatsapp group. Trade may have been affected by the various weekend closures and diversions associated with Raith Interchange, but the overall perception is that footfall in the village continues to decline. The impact to trade of the March 2016 opening of the nearby M&S Food hall and Costa Coffee is still unknown at present. In general, shops that have closed have become occupied again, and BCC understands that the community is about to lose a long standing trader in Donald the butcher
Bothwell continues to thrive as a destination for dining, and offers a variety of quality restaurants and cafes, and BCC congratulates Humble Pie bakery on winning National Bronze and Regional Gold prizes for excellence.

Bothwell Scarecrow Festival  BSF continues to keep Bothwell in the limelight and enjoyed a bumper event that attracted significant crowds on both Saturday and Sunday of the main weekend. BCC congratulates the BSF committee on all its achievements and contributions to charity.
Harry Marsh has resigned as Chairman of BSF. BCC thanks Harry for his vision and perseverance in creating the biggest event in the village calendar, and we wish him well for the future.

Brighter Bothwell   Brighter Bothwell achieved a Silver Gilt in the Britain in Bloom awards, a significant achievement in a national competition. In addition BB won two special awards for involving young children, and also gardening in a changing climate.  BCC congratulates BB on their success and thanks them for continuing to lift the main street with floral displays and promoting the village. In August BB installed new ‘Welcome to Bothwell’ village signs which tastefully reflect the heritage of the village.
Bothwell Library  In 2016 a group was set up to look at the use of the library with a view to preserving this important building as a community asset. However, nothing further has happened and utilisation of the library building in light of budgets remains a concern.
2020 Document   At BCC’s Christmas event in early December 2016, it promoted the 2020 document, which is a blueprint for making physical improvements to Bothwell with a view to enhancing community spirit. Many of the tasks specified in the document are underway, but overall the document and its aims lack awareness in the community. 
